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SUBJECT: LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM 
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DTG 071744Z APR 78 

1 . WE CONCUR IN PROPOSED TEXT OF LETTER TO EWG 
CHAIRMAN PETRIGNANI WITH FOLLOWING CHANGES: 

A. CHANGE FIFTH SENTENCE OF SECOND PARAGRAPH TO 
READ, "WE DO BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT MANY OF THE RECOM 
MENDATIONS NEED TO BE FLESHED OUT AND MADE MORE SPECIFIC, 
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IF THE MINISTERS ARE TO GIVE CLEAR GUIDANCE. BUT, IN 
GENERAL, WE WELCOME THE PAPER AND ENDORSE ITS BASIC 
THRUST.” 

B. DELETE THE WORDS "WE FEEL THAT" IN FOURTH SENTENCE 
OF THIRD PARAGRAPH. 
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C. ADD TWO ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS AT THE END OF THE 
LETTER AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE. WE ALSO BELIEVE THE APPENDICES MUST BE PROVIDED 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR EACH ANNEX, TO ASSIGN FOR 
ACTION THOSE ADDITIONAL ITEMS WHICH WERE APPROVED 
BY CONCENSUS AT THE REINFORCED EWG MEETING OR 
REMANDED FOR FURTHER STUDY. WITHOUT THESE, IT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR NATIONAL DELEGATIONS TO SEE A 
COMPLETE PICTURE. UNQUOTE. FYI: WE NOTE MUMFORD'S 
DESIRE TO DEFER THIS UNTIL AFTER THE SUMMIT, BUT ARE 
QUITE UNPREPARED TO ACCEPT IT AS YET. WE MAY SETTLE 
FOR DEFERRING ACTION, BUT ONLY IF THE APPENDICES 
HAVE BEEN DRAFTED. END FYI. 

QUOTE. LASTLY, WE WISH TO POINT OUT THAT PARAGRAPH 
FIVE OF THE DRAFT FOR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT GREATLY 
EXAGGERATES THE LIKELY COST IMPLICATIONS OF THE LTDP, 
PRIMARILY BECAUSE IT DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
CHANGES MADE AT THE REINFORCED EWG MEETING. OUR 
ROUGH ESTIMATE IS THAT THE TOTAL 1 5-YEAR COST OF 
THE MEASURES ACTUALLY CALLED FOR IN THE DRAFT EWG 
REPORT WOULD NOT EXCEED $50-55 BILLION (IN 1977 
PRICES) - AND MIGHT BE CONSIDERABLY LESS. THE 
DIFFERENCE FROM OUR PREVIOUS ESTIMATE, WHICH WAS 
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SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF, REFLECTS 
BOTH RECOSTING AND REVISION OF A NUMBER OF LTDP 
PROPOSALS. MOREOVER. A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE COST 
OF LTDP PROPOSALS IS EITHER ALREADY IN NATIONAL 
PROGRAMS THROUGH THE MID-TERM OR COULD BE FUNDED 
BY MODIFICATION OF EXISTING PROGRAMS TO CONFORM 
THEM TO LTDP STANDARDS. WE EMPHASIZE THIS BECAUSE 
OF OUR CONCERN LEST MANY NATIONS STILL SEE THE LTDP 
AS REQUIRING MASSIVE ADDITIONAL OUTLAYS WHICH ARE 
NOT IN FACT REQUIRED. UNQUOTE. 

2. INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEETING OF 13 APRIL ARE UNDER 
PREPARATION. 

VANCE 
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